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necessary to call another council of the kingdom. David, the
brother and successor of Llewelyn, had surrendered as prisoner,
and the king was preparing to try him as a traitor. For this
purpose he summoned the baronage (by writs dated at
Rhuddlan, June 28) to meet at Shrewsbury on the 3Oth of
September. Not content, however, with calling together an
assembly of the peers of the accused, he summoned also the
representatives of the counties ; and in addition to these he
directed letters to the magistrates of London and twenty other
towns, ordering them to return two representatives for each.
(No. VI a.) This assembly differs from an ordinary parliament
in two important particulars : (i) it did not contain the clergy
or even the bishops ; and (2) the representatives of the towns
were summoned by separate writs, and not through the sheriffs.
It is, however, called the Parliament of Shrewsbury or of
Acton Burnell; and was the assembly in which the statute
De Mercatoribus was passed. Notwithstanding the language
of the writs, it would seem from the words of the historians
that David was tried by the baronage only ; and the statute
of Acton Burnell, although called by that name, was really
only an ordinance of the king and his council. (No. VI b.) It is
therefore only in the loosest meaning of the word that the name
of parliament is given to the assembly. The condemnation of
David and the issuing of the ordinance completed the business
for which it was called together.

No. I.   A. D. 1282.   Letter of Credence for a Royal
Commissioner to raise an Aid.

REX vicecomiti Warrewicsirae et Leyccstresirac, civibus,
burgensibus, mercatoribus, majoribus, ballivis et communita-
tibus civitatum, burgorum, villarum mercatoriarum, et omni-
bus aliis de comitatibus praedictis, salutem. Cum mittamus
dilectum et fidelem nostrum Johannem de Kirkeby pro quibus-
dam negotiis nostris arduis et specialibus quac sibi injunximus
ex parte nostra et nomine nostro vobis ore tenus exponendis et
per vos expediendis, vobis mandamus in fide ct dilectione qui-
bus nobis tenemini firmiter injungentes quod eidem Johanni